The Las Cruces Declaration

On

Border Resilience

La Paz Environmental Cooperative Agreement:
SECURITY

Preamble

The citizens of both the United States and Mexico desire to meet the current security needs while ensuring security in all forms for future generations; to create a balance between economic, environmental and national security demands while ensuring quality of life for all involved; to proactively manage local, national and international security issues; and to create human connections that allow people to benefit from the unique cultural potential of a trilateral security agreement.
· Motivated by the spirit of cordiality and cooperation that characterizes the relations between them; 
· Desirous of expanding the scope of their concerted actions with respect to security  benefiting the quality of life of peoples along their common frontier; 
· Recognizing the critical importance of their transboundary security demands of different sectors, including national environmental and economic security,  and the need to enhance the rational guidance from the said demands on a long-term basis;

· Noting especially the present unsatisfactory state balnce between security needs and what is as well as the prospects of crisis conditions in some areas because of increasing demands or lack of action and resources upon
· Recognizing that the optimum and efficient use of their transboundary resources is essential to the interests of both Parties;

· Resolving to protect the quality of life for present and future generations;

· Wishing to resolve amicably any differences that may arise in connection with the use, protection, or control of the said transboundary resources and, for that purpose, to utilize a joint agency; and 
· Concluding that the best means to achieve a balance between security demands is to adopt in principle, an integrated approach including, where appropriate, the conjunctive use of related resources in their border region,
Whereas;

· The Department of Homeland Security requires positive operational control and flexibility due to the highest national, military and border security issues
· Most people agree fences have an effective role in urbanized areas, virtual fences in the transitional periphery and only remote sensing in wild lands

· Virtual fences enable detection, classification and interdiction

· Both nations desire exchange of information about transboundary environmental impacts from projects

· Principles of conservation biology mandate preservation of the largest possible intact systems, which includes as much of the habitat  free from fragmentation as possible
· Requiring that sensitive habitat in areas with higher amounts of biodiversity and vulnerability in rural areas are identified

· Conservation may be a means to operational effectiveness

· The primary objective of CBP is detection, deterrence and interdiction not miles of fence

· Science-driven solution sets exists an should be utilized
· Field-level and agent-oriented operational flexibility and tempo is optimized by cooperation with local, state and tribal communities

· Monitoring, minimization and mitigation are reasonable and achievable environmental considerations

· Environmental offsets and buffers are mutually beneficial to both conservation and security demands
· Binational, adjacent protected areas have existed but emerging ones are becoming hindered
· SPP and CIP Goal 9 encourages MoU with environmental protection

· The La Paz Agreement encourages…
Security

In the past few years “security” has been such a buzz world along with “terrorism”, “climate change”, etc.  I believe the way we as Americans use “security” is one-sided and examining its third dimensional aspects we can create creative, inclusive reform.  No one argues that national security is important and necessary however, let’s expand the meaning.   If we can work as a nation and a member of an international community we can secure our border, our economy, our future and our natural resources.  Having a national agenda to secure what those things, demands an integration of the ways to combat the threats against all those.
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